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There is Power in Numbers by Stephen Aponte Jr. 

Matthew 18:19-20  

“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in 

heaven.  For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

 In 1963, in Birmingham, Alabama, in front of thousands, Martin Luther King, Jr gave a speech at a church, that is 

now famous and titled, “Keep On Moving” and he talked about how, despite 2,500 people going to jail to fight for 

civil rights and equality, eventually the power of numbers would force the city of Birmingham to give in, and as 

more and more people continued to join the cause, they would eventually accomplish great things.  Here is a 

direct quote from that speech: “The thing that we are challenged to do is to keep this movement moving. There 

is power in unity and there is power in numbers. As long as we keep moving like we are moving, the power 

structure of Birmingham will have to give in.” 

As we know from history, this concept was proven to be true as our world as we knew it back then, was forever 

changed! 

Now, let’s look at this lesson from a spiritual perspective. In Matthew 18:19-20 it states, “Again, truly I tell you that if two 

of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three gather in my 

name, there am I with them.” This is a POWERFUL and PROFOUND statement!!  Jesus says that when 2 or more of us 

gather in His name, our Lord and Savior is right there with us. Meditate on that for a few minutes.  Isn’t that 

amazing??  The God who created the heavens and the earth, says He will be right there with us when we gather 

in his name! That means every time you are with a brother or sister, Jesus is right there with you… IN YOUR 

PRESENCE! This is one of the many reasons why Jesus had to die on the cross.  You see, Jesus didn't die on the 

cross to leave you! He died on the cross to be with you! To walk among you! To live inside of you! So that when 

you are gathered in His name, whether it’s 2 of you or 300 of you, he is right there sitting among you!! Do you 

understand what this scripture is saying? This is a profound concept! So profound that the apostles and disciples 

during that time could not comprehend what Jesus was saying when he told them in Matthew 16:21 that he would 

have to suffer many things, die on a cross, and be raised on the third day! The Apostle Peter, and you have to love 

Peter for his boldness, immediately pulls Jesus aside to rebuke Jesus saying “this shall never happen to you”. And Jesus, 

in his infinite love, gently rebukes Peter saying “Get behind me Satan. You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your 

mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” Jesus was not going to let anything or anyone divert him from doing 

God’s will (this is another great lesson here) because Jesus knew how much we ALL needed Jesus to be with us 

every day. “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  In John 16:7, Jesus tells the disciples that it is 

to their advantage that he leaves so that the Holy Spirit, the Helper, could come down from heaven and dwell 

with them. 

Next time you are with the brethren, remember that Jesus is right there with you and that amazing things can 

happen if you just simply ask for them in His name! God bless! 
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30 Years: A Farewell to Our Bulletin by Pedro Gelabert 

As I sit here, pondering on my last 30 years in the Lord’s awesome kingdom, it has been quite 

a ride! I have not finished the ride yet, of course. I am still here, and looking forward, Lord 

willing, to the next 30 years in the service of our Lord.  

I remember exactly where I was when I was given the opportunity to become the editor-in-

chief of the LICOC Bulletin. I was living, at the time, in Bayshore and I was being dropped off by 

some brothers, when the idea of editing the bulletin was presented to me. The congregation 

was small, fledgling, and in need of a way to get us all on the same page. Some experimental 

bulletins were printed and then we finally agreed on a specific format to try.  

Being that we are a generation that has seen the rise of the digital age, it has been challenging 

to reinvent or adapt the purpose of a bulletin to our current digital mindset. When the bulletin 

began, it did so as any other church bulletin, as an opportunity to keep everyone in the know 

of dates, events, news, and prayers needed in our congregation. It served its purpose quite well 

throughout those years, before the internet became public, and through the beginning years 

of the world wide web.  We were one of the first churches to have a web page. I was completing 

my graduate degree in Technological Systems Management when the WWW became public 

domain, around 1992, so I had the opportunity to create and maintain a page for us, though 

most of the people in the world could hardly access it. In those years the bulletin still had the 

advantage and the reach.  

Now that we have internet, blogs, social media and so many different options to get us to 

collaborate and share information, the bulletin seems as outdated and redundant. We had even 

tried a digital bulletin for some time, but it seemed too much effort considering the many other 

venues we have at our disposal as a congregation now. So, it is with some sadness, but also 

with great hope for growth in other areas, that we will put our bulletin to rest in peace.  

I have every single bulletin we have published since 1988. It is fun to read through them and 

see our history come alive. It is also sad and sobering to see so many who have been touched 

by the gospel only to deny Jesus’ gift and return to the world. I am also filled with hope by 

seeing so many make it to our goal in heaven, as they graced our lives briefly in the church. Not 

having a printed or digital bulletin will leave us without a way to look back at some history 

briefly, but our social media, blogs and photo sharing will pick that up in a different way. It is 

how this generation is moving forward.  

I pray we serve them well with the most important news of all, the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
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Here are the bulletin covers we used through the years: 

1988-1998 

 

1999-2002  

 

2003-2011  

 

2012-2016  

 

2017  
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 Baptisms & Bios 

Josiah Gelabert – baptized on August 11, 2017 

Announcements 
 Men’s Order of Service Meetings:  

Jan 21, Feb 18, Mar 18  

 Children’s Ministry Meeting: 

January 7, March 4 

 Children’s Ministry Supervisors’ 

Meeting: 

 February 25 

Mission Work 
Apologetics Press International 

We Care Ministries West Monroe, LA 

Ron Clayton India 

NY Harvest Campaigns 
 Queens & Long Island, NY 

Hope of Life, Orphans Lifeline Int’l 
 International 

Healing Hands Disaster Relief 
 International 

Contribution & Attendance 
June 233 $8,980 

July 250 $9,055 

August 235 $8,086 

Quarter Weekly Avg. $8,734 
 

Contact Us 
(631) 348-7322 
www.licoc.org 
info@licoc.org  

Phyllis Cyrus – baptized on August 18, 2017 Desiree Storms – baptized on November 12, 2017 

Check out our baptism videos here: http://licoc.org/youtube 

http://www.licoc.org/
mailto:info@licoc.org
http://licoc.org/youtube

