
 

 

 

  

  

Greetings from sunny and warm (40 degrees) Moscow! We have 

several things to fill you in about since our last newsletter, but want to 

first say “thank you” to all of you who send us encouraging emails. It is 

always great to hear from people who care and are interested in how 

our lives are going. 

One big development since our last newsletter is an uncertainty 

in our visa situation. About a month before we moved to Moscow, a 

new visa law was passed that would limit our time in Russia to only 6 

months out of the year. I believe I wrote about this in a previous 

newsletter. However, once we arrived there was reason to believe that 

a Missionary Visa would allow us to stay in the country for a full year. 

The problem is that it seems like Missionary Visas might not be treated 

any differently than other visas, meaning we would still have the 

restriction. This discouraged us quite a bit at first, but now we are just 

looking to see how God will work to allow us to stay in Moscow. Please 

be praying that God will open a door for our team that will grant us long 

term access to Moscow. We will still be applying for the Missionary Visa 

next month, praying that God will grant us the full year.  

Because of the visa problems before we left the States, we had 

to enter Russia on a three month visa. In order to receive a new visa we 

must leave the country for a period of time and apply at a Russian 

Consulate. We looked into various countries where we might be able to 

renew our visas, but found that the fastest and cheapest option right 

now is for us to fly to Houston to receive new visas. While walking down 

a street downtown a couple weeks ago I saw an advertisement that said 

“Houston” on it. I almost just dismissed it, but decided to check it out a 

little closer. It turns out that it was an advertisement for Singapore 

Airlines. That week they were opening up non-stop flights from Houston 

to Moscow four times per week. Right now the tickets are pretty cheap, 

so that helped to make our decision for us. The flight will take 12 hours 

and we will be given a small bed for Canaan to sleep in on the flight. 

While in the States we will apply for one year Missionary Visas, attend a 

missions dinner in Dallas, and spend some time in Lubbock with family 

and our sponsoring congregation. We will be in the States for two 

weeks, beginning April 16.  

Something that I want to just mention is that I was able to visit a 

children’s home outside of Moscow two weekends ago. It was a real 

blessing for me, and I hope to be able to continue making the trip out 

there. Lucy and I also recently discovered that there is a children’s home 

right next to our apartment. We hope to be able to volunteer there 

once we return back from the States.  
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 Another thing that I have been able to be involved in recently is a Russian small group. It is mainly 

attended by men from the church here in Moscow. We begin by having dinner together and afterwards 

we have a group Bible discussion. Of course this is pretty difficult for me because it is all done in Russian, 

but it is a great way for me to practice my la

Christ.  

 Lucy has been pretty busy, so she decided not to write in this newsletter. Of course you can hear 

what she has to say on her blog. She is doing great in her Russian language study. On Saturd

that she needed to spend some time talking to somebody in Russian to help her get some practice. She 

told me that she did not have enough of a vocabulary 

somebody. However, after church on Sunday Lucy spent about 30 minutes talking with a sister only in 

Russian. Of course it was broken Russian, but she tried! The lady she was talking with was so patient, 

which Lucy appreciated. I am so proud of Lucy for how much she is learning and how b

practice what she knows. Lucy also invited a couple of her fellow students over for dinner tonight. They 

are both from Korea and were both very friendly. Lucy

opportunities to get involved in peoples

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests

1. Please pray for God to grant us a one 

year multi-entry Missionary Visa.

2. Pray for God to bless us with a safe trip 

to the States and back, as well as good 

time with family and friends. 

3. Please pray for our language studies

4. Please for the relationships we are 

developing with people both inside and 

outside the church.  

5. Please pray for our support. We will be 

losing $300 a month next year.

6. Please pray for the U.S. economy. In 

the past two months our rent has 

increased by $70 solely due to

in the buying power of the U.S. Dollar. 

7. Pray for Russia as President

Medvedev will become President on 

May 7, and more than likely President 

Putin will become Prime Minister on 

May 8.  
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